The print which I exhibit is somewhat different and comes between these two dates. Like the first print in the British Museum, it is noticed that in the top left-hand corner there are the initials of the engraver, D.M.F. It bears the following inscription: " To the President and Fellows of the Society of Antiquaries and to all other Lovers of the Antique, Elizabeth Alexander, widow, aged 104, humbly dedicates this portrait of herself. Price 5/ Pray remember the Poor." Below, the margin states: "Published as the Act directs, May 8, 1806, for Elizabeth Alexander and Elizth Atkins
No. 11 Hanway Yard." We are therefore looking at the portrait of a lady in her 104th year, who lived at least another two years. I trust there was sufficient response to her appeal for the purchase of these very good prints to make her last vears comfortable, in spite of her arthritis. Her virile look shows she had the personality which conduces to and is often associated with old age.
Two Engravings (Dated 1802) of the Drinking and Dipping Wells in Hyde Park
By Sir STCLAIR THOMSON, M.D.
ONE print is labelled "The Drinking Well in Hyde Park: Le Puits a Boire a Hyde Park ". It was engraved by James Godby from a painting by Maria Spilsbury. It bears the date 1802 and depicts, in the charming costume of the period, a lady paying for glasses of water which are being handed out to her children. She is accompanied by a little King Charles' spaniel, and a negro servant carries her umbrella.
The other engraving is labelled, " The Dipping Well in Hyde Park: Le Puits 'a Baigner a Hyde Park ". The engraving is by James Godbv from a painting by F. Wheatley, so well known for his " Cries of London ". This print also bears the date of 1802, and shows a group of ladies with their nurses, and accompanied by a male parent, bathing some children in a very primitive bath. There are deer wandering in the background. These two particular engravings are more of historical interest than artistic value. Still, the fact that the titles were printed in French as well as English shows the vogue which existed abroad more than a century ago for English engravings. This vogue still exists, for I know that two beautiful colour engravings, of these two subjects, were recently bought at Sotheby's, to be disposed of in Paris, for over sixty guineas. At the present moment I know of a pair of these colour prints for which the owner is prepared to accept £80. Until some other Fellow comes forward to present the Society with prints of such fine quality, I hope it will accept as a curiosity the two tinted engravings which I now offer.
Readers of that erudite and charmiilg book entitled Old London's Spas, Baths and Wells, by Dr. Septimus Sunderland, will find in Chapter V (p. 52) a description of St. Agnes' Well wvhich existed as late as 1804 in Hyde Park near the head of what is now the Serpentine
